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	Margulan Institute of Archaeology

	Al-Farabi Kazakh National University


INFORMATION LETTER
Dear colleagues!

We invite you to take part in the International Scientific and Practical Conference “Margulan Readings–2026”, which is scheduled to be held on 18–20 March 2026 in Almaty at the Al-Farabi Kazakh National University.

Within the framework of this traditional conference, current issues in archaeological science and related disciplines – such as paleoanthropology, archaeogenetic, archaeometallurgy, archaeozoology, archaeobotany, digital archaeology and AI, GIS, conservation, restoration, and reconstruction – will be discussed.

A roundtable will also be held, where the amendments and additions introduced in 2025 to certain legislative acts of the Republic of Kazakhstan concerning the protection of historical and cultural heritage sites will be presented.

The main objective of the conference is to introduce new results of archaeological research into scholarly circulation and to promote the implementation of advanced methodologies.
Conference Focus Areas:
· History of Archaeological Science in Kazakhstan: Personalities  

· Archaeology of the Stone Age and Paleometal Era  

· Archaeology of the Early Iron Age  

· Medieval Archaeology  

· Archaeology of the Modern Period  

· Ethnoarchaeology and Paleoethnography  

· Interdisciplinary Research in Archaeology  

· Geomatics and Digital Archaeology. Artificial Intelligence in Archaeology;
· Issues of Conservation, Restoration, and Reconstruction  
· Current Challenges in the Preservation, Protection, and Utilization of Archaeological Heritage
Working languages of the conference: Kazakh, Russian, English.

Based on the results of the conference, two publications are planned:  

1. Conference Proceedings "Margulan Readings–2026" by the end of April 2026;
2. Annual Collection "Field Research in Kazakhstan. 2025" by the start of the conference.
Analytical articles summarizing research and the results of interdisciplinary studies are accepted for inclusion in the conference proceedings “Margulan Readings–2026”. Manuscripts must be formatted in accordance with the requirements for inclusion in the List of International Scientific Conferences (List 5) of the Register of Publications recommended for disseminating the results of scientific work by the Committee for Quality Assurance in Science and Higher Education of the Ministry of Science and Higher Education of the Republic of Kazakhstan (Appendix 1).
Articles that present only factual information on material obtained during archaeological fieldwork, without an in-depth analytical section, will be published in the annual collection “Field Research in Kazakhstan. 2025” (Appendix 2).

This publication is intended to introduce into scholarly circulation new data from field investigations, which also contributes to establishing scientific connections between organizations engaged in fieldwork and research centers and laboratories conducting thematic studies and requiring new field materials.
PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT AND PUBLICATION OF PROCEEDINGS
To meet the requirements for publications included in List 5 of the register of recommended editions for publication by the Committee for Quality Assurance in Science and Higher Education of the Ministry of Science and Higher Education of the Republic of Kazakhstan, it is necessary to submit application forms, completed according to the attached template, by 18 December 2025. The conference program will be prepared no later than 18 February 2026.
APPLICATION FORM
of the participant of the scientific and practical conference "Margulan readings–2026"
1. Last name, first name, patronymic of the author  

2. Country, city  

3. Place of work  

4. Position  

5. Academic degree, academic title  

6. Title of the report* (*Co-authored reports should be submitted with a single application, and the details of each co-author should be listed sequentially, separated by semicolons; if the information is repeated (e.g., country and/or city, place of work, postal address, etc.), do not duplicate it. Please ask all co-authors to register on the website archeo-margulan.kz)  

7. The publication in which the article is planned to be published (Conference Proceedings "Margulan Readings–2026" or the annual collection "Field Research in Kazakhstan. 2025").

	Conference Proceedings "Margulan Readings–2026"
	Annual Collection  

"Field Research in Kazakhstan.  

2025"

	Applications for publication in the conference proceedings "Margulan Readings–2026" should be sent to the following email address: margulan_conf@archeo.kz.  

To submit materials for publication in the conference proceedings "Margulan Readings–2026", please use the electronic submission on the conference proceedings website: https://archeo-margulan.kz/ 
	Applications and materials for publication in the annual collection "Field Research in Kazakhstan. 2025" should be sent to the following email address: dala.zert@archeo.kz.



8. E-mail, contact phone  
9. Form of participation (online/offline) 
10. Presentation format and required technical equipment.
The editorial board of the proceedings reserves the right to select materials for publication.

Manuscripts that are not formatted according to the requirements or do not align with the conference topics will not be considered.
Previous volumes of the annual international conference proceedings "Margulan Readings" are available on the website of the Margulan Institute of Archaeology:

https://archeo-margulan.kz/index.php/home/issue/archive
Conference Organizing Committee Address:  

050010, Republic of Kazakhstan, Almaty, Dostyk Avenue, 44, Margulan Institute of Archaeology, Ministry of Science and Higher Education of the Republic of Kazakhstan.
Contact addresses:
For publication inquiries in the "Margulan Readings" conference proceedings:

Asem Kassenova, Deputy Director for Science, +7 707 518 12 30.
Darkhan Baitileu. E-mail: margulan_conf@archeo.kz  
For publication inquiries in the collection "Field Research in Kazakhstan. 2025":
Yerlan Amirov, Head of the Monitoring and Protection Archaeology Group, +7 701 537 57 33. E-mail: dala.zert@archeo.kz
Sincerely, 

The Organizing Committee
Appendix 1

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DESIGN OF THE MATERIALS

for publication in the "Margulan Readings–2026" proceedings

The article text must be original and unpublished elsewhere. The length of the article should not exceed 15 pages.

The article should include:  

1. UDC and MRNTI numbers  

2. Title of the article in three languages (Kazakh, Russian, English)  

3. Keywords in three languages (Kazakh, Russian, English; up to 10 words). The keywords should be selected to help index the article in search engines. They must reflect the main content of the article and cover the following aspects: region, chronology, theme, and specialized terminology. Keywords should be arranged in order of importance, separated by commas, without punctuation at the end.
4. Author information: Full name, academic degree, academic title, place of work, city, country (in three languages), as well as ORCID number, E-mail. Please note that the ORCID profile should contain up-to-date information about the author(s).
5. Abstract in three languages  

The abstract should not repeat phrases from the title or the article's text. The length should be 100–200 words (800–1000 characters with spaces). The novelty of the work should be highlighted in the abstract. Please note that the better the abstract is composed, the more likely it is to attract the attention of colleagues.

6. The structure of the article should include the following sections:  

1. Introduction (justifying the purpose, objectives, and relevance of the research)  

2. Materials and methods  

3. Results  

4. Discussion  

5. Conclusion or Findings (the Conclusion should include a brief analysis and summary of the material, not limited to merely presenting field material).  

6. Acknowledgements. We ask that acknowledgements be placed at the end of the text, after the Conclusion or Findings.  

7. Authors' contributions (to be written in the language of the publication). Authors should briefly describe each author's contribution to the preparation and writing of the article, using the CREDIT (CRediT) author statement.
7. Bibliographic references to literature and sources in the text should be given in square brackets: the author's surname without initials or the shortened title (if the publication has no author), the year of publication with a colon; reference to a page, figure, etc. [Akishev, Sviridov 2011: 187; NA IA CS MSHE RK. F. 1467; Sakenov et al. 2024]. References to figures are given in parantheses, with the position of the item on the figure indicated in italics: (Fig. 1, 2; 2, 1). The volume of figures or tables should not exceed 1/3 of the article. Captions for illustrations are provided in three languages (Kazakh, Russian, English). The caption should include the author of the photo or the full name of the illustrator. If the illustration is from a published work, the source reference must be included. 

Do not: use tabulation; highlight words by spacing (there should only be one space between words and signs); separate paragraphs with an empty line; use commands that operate automatically (inserting footnotes, hyperlinks, and comments, marking and numbering paragraphs, etc.); use macros, save the text as a template with "read-only" settings; format the text and apply forced line breaks. The specified units of measurement should comply with the SI system.
For footnotes in the text, they should be manually inserted and highlighted in red (without shading). For example: кентавр1 (1«Кентавр» сөзі көне грек аңыздарында «Κένταυρος», яғни адам мен жылқы бейнесі біріккен әпсана кейіпкер. Аталмыш термин Н.А. Боковенко және З. Самашев мақалалары бойынша [Боковенко 1993; Самашев и др. 2016].). Additionally, the figure number in the text should be highlighted in red – only upon the first mention. For example: (Fig. 1, 1).
The bibliography should be arranged in alphabetical order (author's surname and initials, title of the work, place, publisher, year of publication, pages) in the original language. The bibliography list should not be too short or excessively long, and references to the author's own works should not exceed 25% in total. At the end of the article, a list of accepted abbreviations should be provided. After the bibliography in Cyrillic, a list of REFERENCES should be included (see sample).
Instruction for Formatting the Text
The author's text should be typed and submitted for layout in Word. Save the Word files with the extension .doc for Word 97-2003 (.docx for Word 2007-2010, should be saved without the last "x").

Font: Times New Roman. Size 12 (captions for tables, figures, and graphs – size 10), line spacing – 1.5; paragraph indent – 1.0 cm. Margins: left – 30 mm, right – 15 mm, top and bottom – 20 mm.

If the tables are created in Excel 2007 or 2010, please also send them for layout in the earlier version of Excel 97-2003 (i.e., save the *.xlsx file without the final "x" as *.xls).

In Word, there is the option to place text in separate frames (boxes), for example, to indicate a pull quote. Please do not use them. When transferring the text to the layout program, these frames disappear. Recovery is possible, but it takes time. The main thing is to ensure that your manuscript has the necessary text formatting (italic, bold, bold italic), a clear division into sections, a hierarchy of headings, epigraphs, additional texts, lists, and placeholders for illustrations.

If color coding is necessary, change the color of the text (font) itself, not by using a highlighter. Input tables without coloring the rows.

The layout program will handle line breaks; there is no need for manual breaks in the text typed in Word.

A new paragraph should only be started by pressing the Enter key. Please ensure that there is only one space between words. There should be no more than one.
Image files should be submitted separately (the file name or number should correspond to the caption of the illustration in the text). It is necessary to specify the location where they should appear in the text and their dimensions (e.g., full page, half page, or one-third of the page, etc.).

Files with the *.png or *.gif extensions are low-quality web formats, too "light" for printing. They are used on web pages.

The standard preparation for raster images includes:

Resolution 260–300 ppi (bitmap — 600/1200 ppi)
Dimensions H×W mm as in the final layout
Color model: CMYK / grayscale / bitmap
Contours 'path' and alpha channels should be removed
Color depth: 8 bit. No color profile included when saving. Final file format: TIFF, with all layers flattened.
Sample of Article Formatting
УДК 902.904 (574)
МРНТИ 03.41.91
Новые материалы позднесарматского времени из Западного Казахстана
(курган № 21, мог. Акадыр-2)
© 2023 г. Лукпанова Я.А. Жанузак Р.Ж.
Keywords: archaeology, Akadyr-2 burial ground, Late Sarmatians, kurgan

Түйін сөздер: археология, Ақадыр-2 қорымы, кейінгі сарматтар, оба
Ключевые слова: археология, могильник Акадыр-2, поздние сарматы, курган
Y. Lukpanova1,2 and R. Zhanuzak2*
1West Kazakhstan Regional Museum of Local History, Uralsk, Kazakhstan

2Margulan Institute of Archaeology, Almaty, Kazakhstan

*Corresponding author
New materials of the Late Sarmatian period from West Kazakhstan

(kurgan No. 21, Akadyr-2 burial ground)
The article introduces new materials from the kurgan No. 21 of the Akadyr-2 burial ground. The excavations were carried out in a little-explored area of the West Kazakhstan region. As a result of archaeological work, the burial of a 35-year-old man was revealed. Traces of deliberate annular deformation with a roller in the bregmatic region are recorded on the skull. A grave pit has a lining on the western side, the artifact complex is represented by a small stucco pot and metal fragments, as well as a composite knife handle, characteristic only of Late Sarmatian burials (second half of the 2nd – first half of the 3rd century AD).

Source of funding: The publication was carried out within the framework of program-targeted financing of the Committee of Science of the Ministry of Science and Higher Education of the Republic of Kazakhstan for 2023–2024, project IRN BR18574175.

Я.А. Лұқпанова1,2, Р.Ж. Жанұзақ2
1Батыс-Қазақстан облыстық тарихи-өлкетану музейі, Орал қ., Қазақстан
2Ә.Х. Марғұлан атындағы Археология институты, Алматы қ., Қазақстан

*корреспондент авторы

Батыс Қазақстаннан табылған кейінгі сармат уақытының жаңа материалдары

(№ 21 оба, Ақадыр-2 қорымы)
Мақалада Ақадыр-2 қорымындағы № 21 обадан алынған жаңа материалдар ғылыми айналымға енгізіледі. Қазба Батыс-Қазақстан облысының аз зерттелген ауданында жүргізілді. Археологиялық жұмыстар нәтижесінде 35 жастағы ер адам жерлеуі табылды. Бас сүйегінде брегматикалық аймақта әдейілеп жасалған сақиналы деформация ізі анықталды. Батыс жағында ақымы бар қабір шұңқыры, заттық кешені кішкентай жапсырмалы құмыра және метал фрагменттері, сонымен қатар, кейінгі сармат (б.д. II ғ. 2-ші жартысы – III ғ. бірінші жартысы) жерлеуіне ғана тән күрделі құрамды ұстағышы бар пышақтан тұрады.

Қаржыландыру көзі: Мақала ҚР ҒЖБМ Ғылым комитетінің 2023–2024 жж. бағдарламалық-нысаналы қаржыландыруы шеңберінде, ЖТН BR18574175 жобасы аясында даярланды.

Я.А. Лукпанова1, 2, Р.Ж. Жанузак2*
1Западно-Казахстанский областной историко-краеведческий музей, г. Уральск, Казахстан;

2Институт археологии им. А.Х. Маргулана, г. Алматы, Казахстан

*автор-корреспондент

Новые материалы позднесарматского времени из Западного Казахстана

(курган № 21, мог. Акадыр-2)
В статье в научный оборот вводятся новые материалы из кургана № 21 могильника Акадыр-2. Раскопки были проведены в малоисследованном районе Западно-Казахстанской области. В результате археологических работ было выявлено погребение мужчины 35 лет. На черепе фиксируются следы преднамеренной кольцевой деформации с валиком в брегматической области. Могильная яма с подбоем с западной стороны, предметный комплекс представлен миниатюрным лепным горшком и фрагментами металла, а также сложносоставной рукоятью ножа, характерного только для позднесарматских погребений (2-я пол. II – 1-я пол. III в. н.э.).

Источник финансирования: Статья подготовлена в рамках программно-целевого финансирования Комитета науки МНВО РК 2023–2024, ИРН проекта BR18574175.

Вклад авторов (placed before the list of references)

Я.А. Лукпанова: концептуализация, написание-рецензирование, редактирование рукописи

Р.Ж. Жанузак: концептуализация, написание-рецензирование, редактирование рукописи
Sample of Bibliography Formatting
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1 Акишев К.А., Свиридов А.Н. Курган № 28 могильника Актас 1 // Маргулановские чтения-2011 / Гл. ред. М.К. Хабдулина. Астана: ЕНУ им. Л.Н. Гумилева, 2011. С. 185–190.

2 Бейсенов А.З., Торгоев А.И., Дуйсенбай А.И., Ахияров И.К. Курган с «усами» Атасу-2 // Поволжская археология. 2018. № 3 (25). С. 103–117.

3 Бисембаев А.А., Хаванский А.И., Дуйсенгали М.Н., Мамедов А.М., Баиров Н.М., Амелин В.А. Исследование памятников гуннского времени в Актюбинской области в 2018 г. (предварительное сообщение) // Археология Казахстана (Қазақстан археологиясы). 2018. № 1–2. С. 235–244.

4 Максимова А.Г., Мерщиев М.С., Вайнберг Б.И., Левина Л.М. Древности Чардары (археологические исследования в зоне Чардаринского водохранилища). Алма-Ата: Наука, 1968. 265 с.

5 Мерщиев М.С. Поселение Кзыл-Кайнар-тобе I–IV вв. и захоронение на нем воина IV–V вв. // По следам древних культур Казахстана / Отв. ред. М.К. Кадырбаев. Алма-Ата: Наука, 1970. С. 79–92.

6 НА ИА КН МНВО РК. Д. 1467: Кушаев Г.А., Железчиков Б.Ф. Отчет об археологических раскопках Уральского пединститута в 1975 г.

7 Sakenov S., Raissova A., Mysyr O., Tavukçu Z.A. Interdisciplinary study of anthropological material from the settlement of Shagalaly II // МАИАСП. 2024. № 18. С. 7–28.
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Appendix 2

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DESIGN OF THE MATERIALS
for publication in the annual collection   

"Field Research in Kazakhstan. 2025"
The length of the article should not exceed 2-4 pages.

The article should include:
1 Title of the article;

2 Keywords in three languages (Kazakh, Russian, English; up to 10 words). It is necessary to indicate keywords that will facilitate the indexing of the article in search engines.
3 Author information: full name, academic degree, academic title, place of work, city, country, ORCID number, e-mail. 

4 Source of funding
5 Appendix. List of materials that can be studied within the framework of interdisciplinary research (dating, traceology, paleoanthropology, paleozoology, etc.).
6 Bibliographic references to literature and sources in the text should be given in square brackets: the author's surname without initials or the shortened title (if the publication has no author), the year of publication with a colon; reference to a page, figure, etc. [Akishev, Sviridov 2011: 187; NA IA CS MSHE RK. F. 1467; Sakenov et al. 2024]. References to illustrations are given in parentheses, with the position of the item in the illustration indicated in italics: (fig. 1, 2; 2, 1).
7 Illustrations. No more than three. 

8 The list of references is compiled in alphabetical order (author’s surname and initials, title of the work, place, publisher, year of publication, pages) in the original language. 

Materials should be sent to: dala.zert@archeo.kz 
For inquiries, please contact: +7 700 679 6312 Anvar Karimov; +7 708 124 3805 Quralai Ergazyqyzy.
Sample of Article Formatting
Do not: use tabulation; apply letter spacing (there should be only one space between words and punctuation marks); separate paragraphs with an empty line; use commands executed in automatic mode (insertion of bibliographic footnotes, hyperlinks and notes, automatic paragraph numbering or bulleting, etc.); use macros, save the text as a template or with a “read-only” setting; format the text or insert forced line breaks. The units of measurement used must comply with the SI system.
The author's text should be typed and submitted for layout in Word. Save the Word files with the extension .doc for Word 97-2003 (.docx for Word 2007-2010, should be saved without the last "x").
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